WHAT IS PROJECT BRAZIL?

It is a partnership among Bethel Lutheran Ministries, the Evangelical Lutheran Church of Brazil (IELB) and the Cristo Redentor (Christ the Redeemer) congregation in the Brazilian city of Frederico Westphalen, state of Rio Grande de Sul.

Frederico Westphalen has a population of 27,300 citizens and 3,000 students attending local universities.  It is located 500 miles southwest of Sao Paulo.

The Cristo Redentor congregation has 27 members and is served by Pastor Leandro Mangold.  Pastor Mangold also serves five other congregations in a 40 mile radius of Frederico Westphalen.

Bethel has committed to pay Pastor Mangold’s annual salary ($7,000) for three years and to assist in reaching the unchurched in the area.

The congregation currently worships and conducts Sunday School in their rented parsonage.  With their growing congregation, they have embarked on their mission project to acquire land and then build a place of worship on that land in Fredrico Westphalen.

The PROJECT BRAZIL goal is to help them purchase 640 square meters (approximately 0.2 of an acre) of land for $25,000 US Dollars. Their members have already raised $1,750 US Dollars toward this goal.  



wHY bRAZIL?
1.  Powerful Stewardship - opportunity to reach many non-Christians with minimal investment.

2. IELB organization – a Brazilian Lutheran entity exists to provide assistance and guidance to Project Brazil.

3. Brazil Mission Society (USA) – U. S. Lutheran entity exists to provide assistance and liaison to IELB. 

4. Brazilian Lutheran pastor – Pastor  Leandro Mangold is Brazilian and was educated in the Brazilian Lutheran Seminary.

5. Potential – there is unlimited potential for Bethel and Cristo Redentor to make a difference in peoples’ lives by telling them about Jesus and their eternal salvation through Him.
6. There is a Lutheran presence in Brazil which has limited resources.
7. Brazil has highly unequal income distribution – few haves; many have-nots (high level of poverty)
8. Brazil is South America’s leading economic power with 186 million people and land area slightly smaller than U.S. Many people practice spiritualism and are involved in cults.
BRAZIL BACKGROUND

      2004 - Pastor Anderson visit to Brazil

2006 - Pastor Thompson, Brazil Mission    Society president, visit to Bethel Lutheran Ministries

2007 - $7,000 gift to fund Cristo Redentor pastor

2007 - Bethel Brazil Mission Team trip to Frederico Westphalen

2008 - Bethel Lutheran School $500 gift; Bethel member $500 gift for vandalism repairs

JESUS COMMANDS HIS DISCIPLES

              “…you will be my witnesses in
     Jerusalem (Morton), and in Judea and

     Samaria (Illinois and USA), and to the

     ends of the earth (Brazil).”


Acts 1:8
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